However
The plasma was treated with CaCl2 (final concentration 13 mmol/L) and, after the fibrin was removed, with an equal volume of freon ( Table  1 .
The vial-to-vial variabilities of ASAT, CK, and LD were 0.8% in batch 5 and <0.5% in batch 6, but ALAT vial-tovial variability was larger: 4.1 and 1.8% in batches 5 and 6, respectively.
Contaminating enzymes. Studies of batch 4 showed it contained several enzymes, some in concentrations greater than the reference interval for serum and others in concentrations within that interval ( Table   2 ). Most of the enzymes in the left column of Table 2 presumably are derived from the skeletal muscle extracts. These experiments were not repeated with batches 5 and 6, except for the determination of the GLDH activities, which were 12 and 54 UIL in batches 5 and 6, respectively. Stability in lyophilized form. We followed the stability of the enzymes during as long as four years of lyophilized storage at temperatures between -20 and 37#{176}C. We calculated the predicted degradation rates at several temperatures, using the method of maximum likelihood (17,18) (see Acknowled,grnent). Table 3 gives the results for batches 4 and 6, calculated over a two-year period.
Stability after reconstitution.
We reconstituted 15 vials of each of the batches with water or sodium azide solution (7.7 nunollL) and stored small pools of them at temperatures between -20 and 37#{176}C. Some of the samples without azide showed a rather erratic behavior, probably as a result of the high glucose content (18 to 24 mmoIIL) and bacterial contamination.
The samples with azide showed the expected degradation at higher temperatures; the calculated predicted rates are given in Table 3 . The activity values of the materials described above were assigned by a group of colleagues from hospital laboratories in the Netherlands; this process will be described in the following paper (4).
